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Introduction 
  
Transportation affects every person in our country.  A safe, accessible, affordable, and reliable 
transportation system is vital to everyone.  The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act (P.L. 114-94), which was signed into law by President Obama on December 4, 2015, creates 
a streamlined performance-based surface transportation program, which builds on many of the 
highway, transit, bike, and pedestrian programs and policies previously established in the 2012 
law, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). 
 
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), better known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL) was passed in November 2021. This legislation will provide $550 billion over the FY 
2022-2026 time-frame to various modes of transportation infrastructure.  
 
On August 17, 2022, BCATS adopted an updated 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP).  
Projects that are identified through this planning process are next prioritized in the BCATS 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for the metropolitan planning area.  BCATS, in 
cooperation with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), local implementing 
agencies comprised of the City of Bay City, the City of Essexville, and the Bay County Road 
Commission, and the public transit operator BMTA, developed the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023-2026 
TIP to reflect the overall transportation goals specified in the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan.  The TIP identifies realistic federal, state and local financial resources available to 
implement the programmed projects.  Monitoring the progress of projects that are part of the 
TIP is very important so that the public is aware of project status, timeliness and completion.   
 
Federal transportation regulations, cited as 23 CFR 450.334, require a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) like BCATS to produce and publish an Annual Listing of Obligated Projects 
such as this document.    
 

BCATS FY 2023 Listing of Obligated Projects 
 
It is crucial to understand the difference between obligated and completed/constructed. 
Obligation is a term used in federal budgeting and financial management that refers to a legally 
enforceable commitment that will result in financial outlays, either now or in the future. When a 



government agency signs a contract to build a road, for example, it takes on an obligation. Some 
projects that were completed in 2023 were "obligated" in previous fiscal years and will not appear 
on this list. On the other hand, certain projects that were "obligated" in 2023 may not be 
completed until 2024. A project might have been "planned" (scheduled) in a previous fiscal year, 
with financing "obligated" in fiscal year 2023. 
 
Several categories of federal funding are available to the BCATS area for local projects, including 
small MPO area surface transportation, safety, rural, transit operating and transit capital funds. 
Bay Metro Transportation Authority receives funding from Sections 5307, 5311 and 5339 federal 
grants. MDOT uses numerous categories of federal funds to maintain and improve the state 
trunkline roads and bridges in the area. All categories represent federal gas tax revenues coming 
back to the local community. In addition to the projects listed here, BCATS receives funding from 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for 
the conduct of transportation planning activities and its administration. BCATS also receives 
state funding from the Transportation Asset Management Council as assistance towards costs 
of rating Federal Aid roads within the BCATS planning area and promoting asset management 
principles. 
 
The listing of all 2023 obligated projects/transportation activities for BCATS is displayed in the 
attached table.   
 
Road projects accounted for $31,881,569 or 69.07% of the total federal funding obligations for 
FY 2023, while bridge and transit accounted for $6,718,809 and $7,557,288 or 14.55% and 
16.37% respectively.   
 
Any questions may be addressed to Bryan Gillett, BCATS Manager at 989-895-4244 or 
gillettb@baycounty.net. 
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